
 
Martins: Castner Range, Texas’ newest American chapter 

September 24, 2016 

 
Charles Martin is professor of history at the University of Texas at El Paso, special-
izing in the history of Texas. Cheryl Martin is professor emerita of history at UTEP, 
specializing in Borderlands history.  Dr. Martin shared that “The name “Castner” 
appropriately comes from Brig. Gen. Joseph Compton Castner who — as a young 
lieutenant — served as constructing quartermaster in America’s first great national 
park, Yellowstone, before he was stationed at Fort Bliss in 1925.”  
 

He goes on to say “The Range’s 7,081 acres are home to diverse wildlife, three dis-
tinct ecosystems, a wide array of vegetation and significant water resources, all con-
veniently located next to the El Paso-Juárez Borderplex of more than 2 million resi-
dents. We must not permit such incredible natural beauty to be destroyed by strip 
malls, fast-food restaurants and the like.”  
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President Obama, please designate  

Castner Range a National Monument 
September 23, 2016, 07:30 am 

  
 
See below for an excerpt from the op-ed written by former U.S. Representa-
tive Ron Coleman in which he talks about the years when so many El 
Pasoans were working to conserve Castner Range. 

  
Ron Coleman was elected to Congress in 1982. Used his perch “to help find 
a sensible path to preserve Castner forever. So did my successor, Silvestre 
Reyes during his eight terms. Today, El Paso’s congressman, Beto 
O’Rourke, who was born the same year I was first elected into politics, has 
championed Castner Range National Monument on behalf of El Paso, re-
minding those in Washington that this is much larger than protecting a piece 
of land. It is about preserving public land in the center of the world’s largest 
binational community at the doorsteps of one of the nation’s most undeserved 
communities. It is about providing public lands access to everyone.   
  
 

Castner Range Support 

 

·  30,000+  Individual  

·     105 Businesses 

·     25 Civic Groups  

·     12 Conservation Groups  

·     5 Veterans Groups  

·     7 Political Resolutions  

·     4 Faith Groups  

·     1 Native American 

·     3 Statewide Groups  

·     5 National letters  

·     1,346 Castner Range Face- 

      book Likes 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/castnerrange/?fref=ts

