
Prof. Douglas Brinkley: Castner Range a precious opportunity for Texas 
 

Brinkley states, “Now, following the determined leadership of Congressman Beto 
O’Rourke, a visionary Democrat representing El Paso’s 16th District, Obama is 
poised to establish the 7,081 Castner Range — a north-south range of open desert, 
dry arroyos, natural springs, and mountain country on a now-defunct U.S. Army ar-
tillery zone in West Texas.”   
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/brinkley-castner-range-a-precious-
opportunity-for-/nsFFp/  
 

President Obama: Castner Connects The Past And Future 
 

Mayor Oscar Leeser Mayor of El Paso, Texas  and  Mayor Javier Gonzalez Mocken 
Mayor of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico say that  they “hope this Administration will join 
the citizens who are searching for a symbol that can bridge us together. Castner 
Range can be that bridge.” 
 

Huffington Post.   http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/obama-castner-connects-
past-future_us_57b36157e4b0c75f49d8adb5?ysrqu7dyd5is5rk 
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Building a More Inclusive System of Parks and Pub-
lic Lands for the National Park Service’s Centennial  

 

By Jenny Rowland.  
 
In the 100th year of the National Park Service, America’s parks and public 
lands are more popular than ever. Visits to national parks have reached rec-
ord-breaking levels, with more than 307 million visitors in 2015.  However, 
a new analysis finds that communities of color and low income communi-
ties in the West have disproportionately less open space and natural areas 
nearby than does the overall population in their states. Nearly 84 percent of 
communities of color and 80 percent of low-income communities in the 
West live in areas where the proportion of remaining natural area is lower 
than the state average. 
  
Castner Range discussed on page 19:  https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/22052432/CentennialAgenda-report.pdf    

Castner Range Support 

 

·  26,000+  Individual  

·     103 Businesses 

·     25 Civic Groups  

·     12 Conservation Groups  

·     5 Veterans Groups  

·     4 Political Resolutions  

·     4 Faith Groups  

·     1 Native American 

·     3 Statewide Groups  

·     5 National letters  

·     1,273 Castner Range Face- 

      book Likes 

 

Doyel: Monument status will preserve Castner Range 
Elizabeth Doyel is the executive director for the Texas League of Conservation Voters 

 
“Several local civic and faith groups, veterans, businesses, and Native American nations 
have repeatedly voiced their support of designating the range as a national monument. Most 
notably, the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce recently asked the President to use his author-
ity under the 1906 Antiquities Act to preserve the land.” stated Doyle. 
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